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Wave of rage and anguish sweeps U.S. cities 


At time of crisis, 
a keen search for 
leaders to heal 


BY MARC FISHER 


As protests quickly flipped 
from peaceful to fiery in more 
than two dozen U.S. cities, Presi- 
dent Trump said little Saturday 
about the frustrations that drove 
thousands of people to crowd into 
downtown streets in the middle 
of a pandemic. Instead, the presi- 
dent defaulted to his usual style of 
leadership: tearing people down 
and talking tough. 

“Mayor Jacob Frey of Minneap- 
olis will never be mistaken for the 
late, great General Douglas McAr- 
thur [sic] or great fighter General 
George Patton,’ Trump tweeted 
Saturday of the Democrat whose 
city was in flames. “How come all 
of these places that defend so 
poorly are run by Liberal Demo- 
crats? Get tough and fight (and 
arrest the bad ones). 
STRENGTH!” 

Trump blasted demonstrators 
who had confronted Secret Ser- 
vice agents outside the White 
House as “professionally man- 
aged so-called ‘protesters’” who 
“were just there to cause trouble.” 
And he seemed to savor a confron- 

SEE LEADERSHIP ON Al4 


‘For generations 
our voices have 
not been heard’ 


BY SHEILA REGAN, 
ROBERT KLEMKO 
AND JENNA JOHNSON 


MINNEAPOLIS — The protests 
started peacefully Tuesday night, 
as hundreds marched to the 3rd 
Precinct police headquarters to 
demand accountability for the 
officer who jammed his knee into 
George Floyd’s neck for more 
than eight minutes as he gasped 
for breath. 

Tensions quickly escalated. By 
the second night, people had 
looted nearby businesses and set 
them on fire. 

By the third night of protests, 
the police precinct was also on 
fire. By the fourth, dozens of 
buildings were set ablaze, and 
anger once directed just at the 
police exploded into all-out may- 
hem. 

This Midwestern city is now 
consumed by fear and unease 
triggered by the anarchy playing 
out after dark in certain neigh- 
borhoods — and worries that the 
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TOP: A fire burns outside the White House on Saturday, where at least 1,000 people faced off with police officers. 
Clashes in the District erupted for the second day, hours after President Trump made inflammatory statements on 


Twitter about the unrest there. Demonstrations have broken out in many cities in response to the death of George 
Floyd. BOTTOM LEFT: A protest in Manhattan. BOTTOM RIGHT: A police vehicle burns in Pittsburgh. 


Guard deployed as clashes persist in D.C.; Bowser lashes out at Trump 


BY SAMANTHA SCHMIDT, 
MICHAEL E. MILLER, 
HANNAH NATANSON 
AND PETER JAMISON 


Crowds protesting the killing 
of George Floyd clashed with U.S. 
Secret Service and Park Police 
officers in the nation’s capital 


Saturday afternoon and evening, 
the second outburst of violent 
confrontations in less than 24 
hours between federal law en- 
forcement and activists decrying 
police brutality. 

By nightfall, nearly 1,000 pro- 
testers were circling the perime- 
ter of the White House grounds, 


which was fortified with law en- 
forcement vehicles, metal barri- 
ers and rows of armored Secret 
Service, D.C. police and U.S. Park 
Police. 

Sweating, packed closely to- 
gether and shouting through 
masks worn to protect them- 
selves from the deadly coronavi- 


rus still consuming the Washing- 
ton region, the protesters 
launched fireworks and threw 
bottles at the officers, who swung 
batons and fired pepper-spray 
projectiles to push them back. As 
the sun began to set, D.C. Nation- 
al Guard trucks rumbled through 

SEE D.C. ON A10 


PROTESTS GROW 
OVER KILLING 


Fearing night of unrest, 
states summon Guard 


BY ISAAC STANLEY-BECKER, 
COLBY ITKOWITZ 
AND MERYL KORNFIELD 


The United States edged closer 
to nationwide upheaval on Sat- 
urday as protests gained force 
from coast to coast, and as 
authorities steeled themselves 
for another night of unrest over 
the death of George Floyd. 

The killing of the 46-year-old 
black man in police custody has 
ignited furor as Americans 
marked the grim milestone of 
100,000 lives lost to the novel 
coronavirus. Video of the fatal 
encounter in Minneapolis 
brought crowds rushing back to 
the streets after weeks of stay-at- 
home restrictions, in a return 
marked by spasms of violence 
that further frayed the social 
fabric of a country beset by twin 
health and economic emergen- 
cies. 

The spiraling street protests 
recalled recent activism by the 
Black Lives Matter movement, 
while also evoking signature mo- 
ments in the turbulent history of 
racial and economic struggle, 
from the convulsions of 1968 to 
the riots that broke out in Los 
Angeles in response to the 
April 1992 acquittal of the offi- 
cers charged in the beating of 
Rodney King. Ongoing eruptions 
had yet to reach these levels, as 
mayors and governors beseeched 
their citizens to stay calm, while 
President Trump urged authori- 
ties to “get tougher.” 

“People are fighting for their 
lives,” said Rashad Robinson, the 
president of the racial justice 
group Color of Change. 

At the epicenter of the nation- 
al anguish, Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Walz (D) mobilized his states 
entire National Guard for the 
first time. Bracing for a fifth 
night of violence and riots, he 
warned that the destruction of 
past nights could be “dwarfed” 
by events on Saturday night. 
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More coverage 
Criminal charges: Prosecutors face 
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Violence: Minn. officials blame 
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Minneapolis unrest: White House 
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VOICES FROM THE PANDEMIC 


‘It was me. 
I know it was me.’ 


Francene Bailey, on passing the 
coronavirus to her mother 


AS TOLD TO ELI SASLOW 


They keep telling me it’s 
not my fault, and Id give 
anything to believe that. The 
doctor called after my mom 
went to the hospital and said: 
“Don’t blame yourself. You 
didn’t do anything wrong.” 


An oral history The pastor 

, said basi- 

of covid-19 and cally the 

those affected. same thing 

at her fu- 

neral. “Let it go. You had 
nothing to do with this.” 


I know they're trying to 
make me feel better, but it’s a 
lie. I had everything to do 
with it. This virus doesn’t just 
appear in your body out of 
nowhere. It has to pass from 
one person to the next. It has 
to come from somebody, and 
this time I know it came from 
me. 

I keep thinking: What if I’d 
stopped going to work when 
the first people started to get 
sick? What if I didn’t live with 
my mom? What if I’d stayed 


upstairs in my room like I’d 
been doing all week? What if 
I’d kept my mask on? What if 
rd turned away when she 
reached out to hug me? We 
only had close contact that 
one time, and it barely lasted 
afew minutes, but that was all 
it took. A week later she was 
in the hospital. Ten days after 
that she was gone. That’s the 
timeline I have to live with, 
and it points right back to me. 
I got sick and then she got 
sick. I lived and she died. How 
am I supposed to let go of 
that? 

The thing is, I was trying so 
hard to be careful from the 
very beginning. It’s not like I 
was one of those people who 
didn’t pay attention. I work at 
a nursing home. I knew how 
fast this virus could spread. 
As soon as a few of the resi- 
dents started spiking fevers in 
March, I went online to buy 
extra masks. We didn’t have 
the right protective supplies, 
and you can’t social distance 

SEE VOICES ON A5 
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The SpaceX Falcon 9 takes off from the Kennedy Space Center with 
two NASA astronauts bound for the International Space Station. 


SpaceX takes 
historic flight 


headed for 
space station 


BY CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT 
AND JACOB BOGAGE 


CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA. — With 
the country wracked by the coro- 
navirus and racial strife, the Unit- 
ed States opened a new chapter in 
space exploration Saturday when 
a SpaceX rocket blasted off from 
the Kennedy Space Center in Flor- 
ida, carrying two astronauts to 
orbit from American soil for the 
first time in nearly a decade. 

It was a historic moment for 
SpaceX, which became the first 
private corporation to launch 
people into orbit, and for NASA, 
which has struggled to regain its 
footing after retiring the space 
shuttle in 2011, leaving the U.S. no 
option but to rely on Russia to 
ferry its astronauts to space for as 
much as $90 million a seat. 

But it also comes at the end ofa 
historic and tragic week in Ameri- 
ca. Fatalities from the coronavirus 
pandemic passed 100,000 in re- 
cent days and sometimes-violent 
protests and looting erupted over- 
night in major cities, including 
New York, Los Angeles and Wash- 
ington, D.C., over the death of 
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